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The Electrical Week 


California’s water shortage grew serious enough last 
week to result in a brownout. It brought mandatory 
10 percent curtailments for industrial and agricultural 
users. In Washington, the House Appropriations 
Committee split the difference between economy and 
spending. It cut Engineer Corps Civil Works funds 
21 percent—but left them $104,000,000 above last 
year. Again in Washington, Mark Eldredge has taken 
charge of power supply for military operations in the 
U.S. His assignment begins to implement power plan- 
ning for the next war. In New Castle, Pa, PEA’s 
T&D Committee wrestled with the “lines vs. trees” 
problem. 


The story is that A. G. Mezerik is doing a series of 
articles on shortages for Colliers. He authored the Feb 28 
Colliers piece on power, entitled: “Our Lights are Going 
Out.” The next one is supposed to be on steel. 


GOP leaders already see Commissioner Lewis L. 
Strauss heading the Atomic Energy Commission next 
year if Republicans win in November. No permanent 
AEC appointments will be confirmed this year, 
whether or not the President submits them before 
adjournment. All present terms expire in August. 


Notes on a Push-Button War: Due to the shortage of 
scientific manpower, the Army’s guided missile program 
is only three-quarters staffed. 


In an opinion justifying TVA’s proposed $54,000,- 
000 steam-electric plant at New Johnsonville, Tenn., 
the Authority’s counsel declares: “There is no practi- 
tal difference, however, between the Government’s 
purchasing steam generated power from others and 
‘onstructing steam generating facilities itself.” Aside 
from the $54,000,000, he means. 


Electrical salespeople—utility, dealer or wholesaler— 
a have no excuse, now, for failing to enjoy electric 
lankets, Simmons Co is making its “Electronic” blanket 
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available at $19 for the personal use of these people. As 
loadbuilders, blankets add about 120 kwhr yearly. 


2) « . 


Serious charges against high Interior Department 
officers may result from recent Senate Appropriations 
Committee investigations of Reclamation Bureau 
spending. The committee turned its findings over to 
a House group so that impeachment proceedings may 
be instituted if sufficient grounds develop. Some influ- 
ential Senators are pressing for such action on claims 
that Reclamation deliberately exhausted funds for 
California’s Central Valley Project. 


West Penn Power Co sold 9,205 ranges in 1947 and 
4,994 water heaters. December sales alone were 1,440 
and 660 for these items respectively. It could have sold 
more ranges had it been able to get them. 


REA will get a deficiency appropriation—probably 
about $50 million—for loans before the close of the 
fiscal year. It also will get the full $300 million 
requested for REA loans in its 1949 budget. But the 
agency faces a scrap over its administrative funds. 


No legislation amending either the Federal Power Act 
or the «Natural Gas Act will clear Congress this year. 
That’s the substance of a recent policy decision made by 


the Republican leadership. It wants no utility issue in 


the coming campaign. 


Writing in the February issue of the Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists, Dr. R. E. Lapp notes that “. . . the 
gridlike design of the Pentagon (Washington, D. C. 
Army headquarters) . . . would render it more sus- 
ceptible to the effects of the atomic bomb . . . This 
structure was built by General Groves, the same man 
who headed the Manhattan Project.” The scientists 
never did like General Groves—and they still don’t. 


One author, commenting on the shortage of medical 
training facilities conclude that medical educators “. . . 
had never considered that they had to meet the demands 
of a nation with an annual income of $200 billion.” In 
heaven’s name, who did? 


California Orders Brownout in North 


and Central Areas to Hoard Water 


A brownout in northern and central 
California to heard rapidly dwindling 
hydroelectric water supplies went into 
effect Feb 26 under an emergency order 
of the Public Utilities Commission. 

Industrial and _ agricultural 
sumers were instructed to cut power 
use by at least 10 percent under 
penalty of service termination. Domes- 
tic users also were asked to cut elec- 
trical consumption by 10 percent, but 
without threat of compulsion. 

Water supplies have been so far dim- 
inished by the winter drought, worst 
in the state’s history. that the Commis- 
indicated form of power 
conservation will be necessary until 
next fall. Even abnormal spring rains 
cannot end the brownout. 

Robert P. O’Brien. power supervisor 
for the Commission, estimated that 
demand will be 11 percent greater than 
the foreseeable supply. 


con- 


sion some 


Southern California Exempted 


Southern California was exempted 
the that area is 
assured an adequate power supply from 
Hoover Dam. 

Delegated to carry out the PUC order 
were seven major power companies in 
the service area: Pacific Gas & Electric 
Co, Coast Counties Gas & Electric Co. 
California Oregon Power Co, Sierra 
Pacific Power Co. Vallejo Electric 
Light & Power Co. California-Pacific 
Utilities Co.. and the San Joaquin val- 
ley branch of Southern California Edi- 
son Co. 


from order because 


Provisions of the Order 


Under the provisions of the order: 

1. Companies may reduce voltage up 
to 10 percent and may cut frequency 
—already down to 59% cycles from 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m.—‘“as may be necessary.” 

2. Whenever demand for power ex- 
ceeds the available “load limit,” cus- 
tomers using more than 500 kw may 
be required on telephoned notice to 
cease or curtail consumption. 

3. Display lighting, except for thea- 
ter marquees, is banned. Sports flood- 
lighting must be cut by 50 percent. 

4. New business applications for 
power will be filled only to 60 percent 
of the load added for that purpose last 
year. 

5. Agricultural pumping must be cut 
by 10 percent, and farmers are urged 
to refrain from pumping between the 
peak hours of 4 and 8 p.m. 

A bill to establish Daylight Saving 


Time is expected to be introduced for 
legislative action early in March. It is 
estimated that DST would save some 
136,000,000, kwhr for the year. 

Pacific Gas & Electric Co hydro stor- 
age was drained from 50 to 46.1 per- 
cent of capacity in the three weeks 
ending Feb 22. Kilowatt-hour storage 
dropped from 865,000,000 to 801,000,- 
000 in a period which normally would 
have seen an increase from 905,000,- 


000 to 950,000,000 kwhr. 


PUD Takes Over Utility 


With the failure of the Pacific Power 
& Light Co to file notice within the 
legal 30-day limit allowed following 
entry of judgment, the Clark County 
(Wash.) PUD’s condemnation case 
against the company was closed to end 


three years of litigation. A Clark 


County Superior Court jury awarded 
all holdings of the company in the 
county to the PUD, fixing the price at 
$4,837,500. 



















































NOT THE LONE RANGER but J. P. Car- 
penter, Stephens manager of Arkansas Power 
& Light Co, ready to ride 14 miles to restore 
service to seven rural customers. Roads 
were impassable to autos as a result of a 
storm which left the roads a sea of mud. 
The trip took six hours each way. Re-fusing 
a transformer 15 minutes more 


March 





St. Lawrence Bill Loses 
in Senate by 57-30 Vote 


The St. Lawrence Seaway and Power 
Project was buried for at least another 
year—possibly for good—last week 
(Feb 27). By a surprising 57-30 vote, 
Senate foes of the project sent back to 
the Foreign Relations Committee a res. 
olution to authorize construction of the 
development. 

The motion recommitting the resolu. 
tion instructed the committee to further 
study the project, but no further action 
along these lines is expected this year, 
Supporters of the Seaway, disheartened 
by the impressive vote, speculated on 
the possibility that entirely new legisla. 
tion might be necessary to insure the 














project some prospect of success in an- 
other vote. 

The Seaway resolution. introduced by 
Senator Vandenberg and 15 colleagues, 
would have authorized construction of 
the power and navigation project with 
a provision for shipping tolls. The latter 
proviso, intended to make the entire 
development self-sustaining. drew the 
bulk of opposition criticism during the 
Senate debate as being impractical. 

Meanwhile. backers of the project in 
the House also gave up their efforts for 
the measure, 

The Seaway 
principal 
















resolution gained _ its 
momentum last year when 
Senator Vandenberg gave it his sane- 
tion. The Michigan Republican’s pres 
tige helped speed the bill through hear- 
ings and to a_ favorable committee 
report. Then the opponents, led by Sen- 
ator Lodge of Massachusetts. blocked 
the final vote until they mustered suff 
cient strength to send the measure back 
to the committee. 






























Michigan Capacity Will Be 
Ample in ‘50, Study Shows 


Electric utilities in Michigan will 
have adequate capacity in 1950, a te 
port made public last week by a com 
mittee of the Michigan Economic De- 
velopment Commission revealed. In 
making the survey. the committee re 
ceived reports from every power sup 
plier in the state. 

Present capacity in Michigan is 2- 
168.636 kw. Thirteen privately owned 
utilities have a capacity of 2,184,859 
kw. They will add 277,660 kw in 1948. 
315,000 kw in 1949, and 165,000 in 
1950. The 35 municipals have a capat: 
ity of 270,522 kw and will add 37,930 
kw in 1948, 3,500 in 1949, and 97,500 
in 1950. The REA co-ops with a preset! 
capacity of 13,259 kw have planned 
present only 7,120 kw additional for 
1948. 
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House Forgets Economy, Increases 
Funds for Engineers’ Power Projects 


Funds for more than a score of hydro- 
electric power projects were voted by 
the House last week (Feb 26) as it 
passed the $606,500,000 Army Civil 
Functions Appropriations Bill. 

The bill offered Congress its first 
major opportunity to attain a sizable 
portion of the $2.5 billion reduction it 
had voted to make in the president’s 
$39.700,000,000 annual budget. But the 
House retained its appetite for political 
pork, especially for such morsels as 
food control and rivers and harbors 
projects. It cut some $131,000,000— 
about 21 percent—from the budget re- 
quests for civil functions. But appropri- 
ations still totaled $104,000.000 more 
than Congress voted for the same pur- 
poses last year. 

The Corps of Engineers received 
$539.100,300 for their flood control and 
rivers and harbors programs. Funds 
totaling $381,500,000 for actual con- 
struction work on 244 projects were in- 
cluded for these two programs. 

Efforts were made on the House floor 
to add funds for several multiple-pur- 
pose river including a_ bid 
by Oregon’s Representative Angell to 
boost funds for McNary Dam construc- 
tion from $20,000.000 to $40,000,000. 
He contended that the lower amount, 
reommended by the Appropriations 
Committee, would prevent the installa- 


projects. 
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QUONSET HUT houses a new isolated plant of the Central Maine Power Co at Jackson. 


tion of generating equipment at McNary 
until 1954. But the House rejected all 
amendments and rushed the bill to the 
Senate. 

No breakdown of funds provided spe- 
cifically for power facilities was avail- 
able, but construction money for proj- 
ects having existing or future hydroelec- 
tric plants was voted as follows. 


Project Appropriation 
Apalachicola (Ga., Ala. and 

PR) oi dv tinta coe deewancetn $2.000.000 
Fort Peck (Mont.) ........... 3.700.000 
MeNary (Ore. and Wash.) .... 20,000,000 
Narrows Reservoir (Ark.) .... 2,800,000 
Blakely Mountain (Ark.) 3,200,000 
Worker CAGED occ cicececss 750,000 
Bell Shoals (Ark.) ... 2... 14,000,000 
Pane Piet (GAH) 2 .ccc ci cces 3,500,000 
Civske: BER (GE) i cic decicaes 7,000,000 
Ra (GD iis 6 cond oes 8.000.000 
Red Rock Reservoir (lowa).. 700,000 
Dale Hollow (Ky and Tenn.). 200,000 
Wolt Creek (Ry.) ...5<...6: 12,400,000 
Caspian (NL DY hkcdiivccads 25,000,000 
Fort Gibson (Okla.) ......... 6,500,000 
Tenkiller Ferry (Okla.) ...... 2,800,000 
Fort Randall (S. D.) ......... 16,000,000 
Ce Or Ee) ks Becaance 1,200,000 


9,000,000 
4,000,000 


Center Hill (Tenn.) 
Whitney (Tex.) 


Denison (Tex. and Okla.) 500,000 
Buggs Island (Va. and N. C.). 9,000,000 
Prete CV OW oi cee esiicecns 1,700,000 


A sequel to the allotment for con- 
struction of the Clark Hill Reservoir 
developed March 1 when the House 
Public Works Committee opened three 


-_ 


he plant consists of a 72 and a 195-kw diesel driven unit 


days of hearings on a bill to permit 
private construction of the power plant 
at the project. This measure, introduced 
by the committee chairman, Repre- 
sentative Dondero of Michigan, would 
authorize the Federal Power Commis- 
sion to issue a license for construction 
and operation of the plant to the Savan- 
nah River Electric Co, a Georgia Power 
Co subsidiary. 

The committee heard a report from 
Army Secretary Royall, who conceded 
that private development of power at 
the site would not interfere with the 
Engineers’ project plans if the work 
began “immediately.” Secretary Royall 
refused to recommend or disapprove 
private construction of the plant. Such 
action involves policy issues which must 
be resolved by Congress, he said. 


‘47 Proves Record Year 
for Canadian Generation 


For Canadian central electric sta- 
tions, pushed to their utmost to supply 
the growing power demands of the Do- 
minion, 1947 was a record year. 

Among these records were a produc- 
tion of 44,986,363.000 kwhr and a pri- 
mary power consumption of 37,322,- 
069,000 kwhr. The former displaced 
the record of 41.605.708.000 kwhr es- 
tablished in 1946. The later replaces 
the record of 35,718.765.000 kwhr 
which has stood since 1943. 

Monthly output also set new records. 
Output each month was the highest in 
the history of the Dominion. The record 
high of 3,956.905,000 kwhr was set in 
March. At the year’s end, output for 
each of 20 successive months was 
higher than that of the corresponding 
month a year previous. 

Though not a record low, exports to 
the United States dropped to the low- 
est in nearly a decade. Total for 1947 
was only 2,068.308.000 kwhr. This re- 
flected the growing demand for power 
in Canada. 

The following statistics, supplied by 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, are 
in thousands of kilowatt hours: 


Period 1947 1946 
Twelve months ; . 44,986,363 41,603,708 
WOME. sxaccvciiccvceces 38,752,860 32,461,904 
SOOGOGY co scecccccscess 6,233,503 9,141,804 
Exports to U. S... 2,068 ,308 2,472,979 
I oo cus cucu deals on 3,729,731 3,672,116 
Primary 3,495,143 2,997,925 
EE a nn 6 cccacsees 234,588 674,191 
Exports to U. S..... 125,154 166,716 
7 ee eee 3,613,72 3,566,742 
SS 3,330,741 2,888,902 
SOE. hots csceccecnve 282,985 677,840 
Exporis to U. 3..... 137,630 140,005 
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VICE-PRESIDENT H. E. MINNIS of Arkansas Power & Light Co signs the last of 50 
copies of the $13,000,000 AP&L construction program for 1948. It is part of the $88,000,000 


six-year program 


Arkansas P&L to Spend 
$88,000,000 for Expansion 


Arkansas Power & Light Co has in- 
creased its $54,000,000 expansion pro- 
gram to $88,000,000. The increase in 
the six-year program, 1947 to 1952, has 
been made necessary by rising costs 
and increased and anticipated loads 
that were unforeseen last year. 

Growth of the Arkansas system was 
revealed by Vice-President H. F. Min- 
nis at a recent meeting of company 
managers and department heads at 
which the future plans of the company 
were explained. The utility in 1940 
served 86,924 customers and had a 
peak load of 90,000 kw. In 1947, it 
served 167,571 customers and peak load 
had risen 228,000 kw. For 1952, it is 
estimated that there will be 238,600 
customers on the lines and that peak 
will reach 430,000 kw. 

To handle this expected load, the 
company has planned extensive addi- 
tions to its generating facilities. The 
company last year put into operation a 
30,000-kw unit at its Cecil Lynch Plant. 
A 60,000-kw unit will be added to this 
plant so as to be in operation in Au- 
gust, 1949. By 1950, the 80,000-kw 
Jones Mills Plant is to be in service. 
Two more 60,000-kw units are to follow 
at locations which have not yet been 
selected. 

New interconnecting transmission 
lines from 66 to 161 kv are either un- 
der construction or planned. Many sub- 
stations will be increased in size and 
many others built. 

The bulk of distribution line con- 
struction will be in rural areas where 
7,034 miles have been authorized since 
the end of the war. Much of this con- 
struction is still incomplete, but the 
utility hopes to have all lines now au- 


thorized in service by May 1. Other 
lines will follow as needed. Lack of 
materials has delayed the rural exten- 
sion program. 


New Mexico Co-op to Buy 
Capitan Light & Power Co. 


Otero County Electric Cooperative, 
Cloudcroft, N. M., plans to use $45,000 
of a recent $450,000 loan from REA to 
purchase the Capitan Light & Power 
Co. Facilities of this company include 
three small generating units with a 
total capacity of 139.5 kw, 34% miles 
of distribution lines, and a building. 

The co-op plans to continue operation 
of the generating plant temporarily to 
supplement the output of its own diesel- 
driven plant at Cloudcroft. 

The remainder of the loan will be 
used to rehabilitate the system. 


Rationing Wind 


In England use of electricity 
for store window lighting is for- 
bidden. But Bert Lidstone, pro- 
prietor of a Torquay music and 
radio store, had an idea. He set 
up a roof top windmill to gen- 
erate electricity for lighting his 
windows. The Fuel Minister 
promptly “cracked down” on Lid- 
stone. His idea would make en- 
forcement of an unpopular law 
even more difficult. Retorted Lid- 
stone, “the government is ration- 
ing wind.” If the Fuel Minister 
doesn’t change his ruling, Lid- 
stone’s going to appeal to the 
House of Commons. 


Local 248 Members Take 
Stand to Defend Christoffe| 


Defense of Harold R. Christoffel, 
accused Milwaukee Communist leader, 
began this week at his perjury trial 
in the Federal District Court in Wash. 
ington. 

Five members of Local 248 of the 
CIO, United Automobile Workers, 
made up of workers at the West Allis 
plant of the Allis-Chalmers Manufac. 
turing Co, the union Christoffel for. 
merly headed, testified that they never 
had known him to do or say anything 
which might connect him with the Com. 
munist party. Christoffel is accused of 
lying before the House Labor Commit. 
tee a year ago when he denied being a 
Communist or being acquainted with a 
Wisconsin Communist leader. The com. 
mittee was investigating charges that 
the 1941 strike against Allis-Chalmers 
was Communist-inspired. 

Several government witnesses, in- 
cluding some former Communists, testi- 
fied to an acquaintanceship between 
Christoffel and Fred M. Blair, once a 
Communist candidate for governor of 
Wisconsin, whom the union leader had 
denied knowing. 

Louis Budenz, former managing edi- 
tor of the Daily Worker, who quit 
Communism and returned to the Cath- 
olic church in 1945, described a meeting 
of Communist leaders attended by 
Christoffel, at which suggestions were 
made that it would be desirable if the 
1941 dispute at Allis-Chalmers could 
be turned into a strike. The reason wa: 
to hinder aid to Britain, which was then 
the Communist “line.” 

Testimony also was given that Chris 
toffel sought to have Blair hired by the 
Wisconsin Gas & Electric Co, Racine, 
Wis., so that he could solicit Com 
munist party memberships among com- 
pany employees. It came from Rauland 
De Mint, a supervisor for the utility and 
a former business agent of a Racine 
local of the United Mine Workers, Dis 
trict 50. De Mint testified Christoffel 
twice approached him for this purpose 
in 1937 and 1938. 


Hunting ‘Hometown’ Champ 


Georgia Power Co will award prises 
totaling $3,500 to six winning commult 
ties in a “Champion Home Town” om 
test started March 1. The competition 
is designed to stimulate community 
provement activities over the state. Two 
sets of prizes will be offered, one ™ 
towns under 1,000 population and one 
to towns from 1,000 to 20,000 popula: 
tion. The competition will be based 
work completed before Oct 31. 
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Mark Eldredge Assumes Supervision 
of Military Power Supply Problems 


(See Front Cover) 

Power supply problems of the domes- 
tice U. S. military establishment are 
hack under the supervision of a man 
who helped handle them in the last two 
wars. 

This is a result of the appointment 
of Mark Eldredge as chief of the Power 
and Fuel Requirements Section, Power 
and Utilities Division, Munitions Board. 
Eldredge took office recently in Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Eldredge’s primary responsibility 
will be to direct a committee of power 
experts and specialists representing all 
three branches of the armed forces. 
This committee will be responsible for 
military needs for electric power in 
camps and stations and in manufac- 
turing plants owned and operated by 
the military establishment. 

The ¢ommittee’s work will be part of 
a three-way preparation for the power 
problems of any future war. Under 
legislation unifying the armed services, 
a National Security Resources Board 
has been established. Under it, a power 
supply expert will be assigned a post 
comparable to that Eldredge occupies. 
But NSRB’s primary assignment will be 


studying civilian power supply in any 
future war. Power supply problems 
not specifically the entire duty of either 
the Munitions Board or NSRB will be 
handled jointly by the two power plan- 
ing agencies. 

The aim of all this advance prepara- 
tion is to avoid the scramble and impro- 
vising which marked this country’s de- 
fense-war preparations of late 1940 and 
1941. At that time the U. S. had a mili- 
tary mobilization plan, which was never 
used, and virtually no civilian mobiliza- 
tion program. As a result. early plans 
were changed often. 

As yet, no opposite number to Eld- 
redge has been selected. A search for 
one has been in progress for some time. 

Eldredge brings a 42-year career in 
the electric power industry to his new 
job. He was graduated with a BS in EE 
by the Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
in 1906. Later, he took special courses 
in business and accounting at Columbia 
University. From 1906 until 1907, he 
was with the Test Department of the 
General Electric Co. From 1907 until 
1909, he was with the U. S. Reclama- 
tion Service at Williston, N. D. There 
he supervised the erection of a steam- 








REFERENCE LIBRARIES in war-devastated countries will profit from this 3,000 Ib shipment 


of technical and engineering periodicals which Kansas City Power & Light Co, is shipping 


'0 the American Book Center, Inc, Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. The project is 
"9 Sponsored by the Engineers Joint Council. Sam H. Pollock, left, assistant supervisor of 


the Overhead Department, who suggested the gift, is doing the packing with the aid of 


ted Gilpin 
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electric plant and a 22-kv transmission 
system. 

From 1909 until 1911, he was super- 
intendent of power for the Gilson 
Asphaltum Co, Dragon, Utah, and 
from 1911 to 1913, he was professor of 
electrical engineering at Ewing Col- 
lege, Allahabad, India. In 1913, he 
joined Tata Hydro-Electric Power Sup- 
ply Co, Ltd., of Bombay. He remained 
there until 1918, supervising the instal- 
lation of a large underground system 
and later in charge of its operation. 


Served in Army in World War ! 


During and after World War I, 1918- 
1919, Eldredge was a captain in the 
Army’s Construction Division, super- 
vising the installation and operation of 
utilities at the Erie Proving Ground, 
Port Clinton, Ohio. From 1919 to 1922, 
he was superintendent of power for the 
Ludlow Jute Co, Ltd., in Calcutta. Then 
he returned to the United States to be- 
come assistant engineer for the Electric 
Bond & Share Co in New York City, 
serving as sponsor engineer for its 
Texas properties. In 1924, he became 
electrical engineer for the Memphis 
Power & Light Co, and one year later, 
became chief engineer for that com- 
pany, a post he held until 1939. 


Went to Washington in 1940 


After municipalization of the Mem- 
phis system, Eldredge became Director 
of the Electric Division, Memphis Light, 
Gas & Water Department. This post 
he held for one year. In 1940, he was 
called to Washington to assist in the 
industrial part of the national defense 
program, then expanding rapidly. In 
1942, he joined the old Power Branch 
of WPB at the request of J. A. Krug, 
then its chief. Serving in the Power 
Supply Section of the Power Branch, 
and the agencies which replaced it, 
until near the end of the war, Eldredge 
was in charge of power supply for such 
war industries as aluminum, mag- 
nesium, powder, TNT, ammonia, and 
synthetic rubber. 

Late in 1944, he transferred to the 
Surplus Property Board and the agen- 
cies which replaced it. Here he was 
chief of the Industrial Power Equip- 
ment Branch, supervising the disposal 
of property valued at about $750,000,- 
000. This post he held until his recent 
appointment to the Munitions Board. 

Eldredge is a fellow of the AIEE and 
was a vice-president from 1935 till 1937, 
a director from 1939 to 1943. He or- 
ganized its Memphis Section and was 
first chairman there. He has been a 
member of ASME and the Electro- 
Chemical Society. He organized EEI’s 
Transmission and Distribution Commit- 
tee and was chairman from 1933 to 1935. 
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Additional Funds for REA 
Loans Likely in 2 Weeks 


Deficiency appropriations for the 
Rural Electrification Administration 
providing additional loan funds for use 
before June 30 were virtually assured 
last week by the House Appropriations 
Committee. Committee members prom- 
ised “consideration” of new REA lend- 
ing money when they draft another 
Deficiency «Appropriation Bill within 
two weeks. 

Though this promise fell consider- 
ably short of a guarantee that REA 
would be included in the forthcoming 
bill, House leaders conceded privately 
that the agency’s chances to obtain 
more funds were “excellent.” The 
promise to consider such an item came 
during debate on the urgent Deficiency 
Bill, providing $131.000,000 for several 
legislative and administrative agencies. 

Representative Rankin. Mississippi 
Democrat, attempted to add to the latter 
measure an amendment giving REA 
$300.000.000 in deficiency funds. After 
this proposal was voted down, Repre- 
sentative Case. South Dakota Republi- 
can, notified the House that he would 
back a deficiency grant of “$25,000,000 
to $50.000.000” for the agency. This 
sum, he said, would permit REA to 
make loans at a rate of about $25.,- 
000,000 per month. since it had $73.- 
000.000 in current loan funds on hand 
as of mid-February. 

REA estimated that it was receiving 
loan applications totaling about $24,- 


Hathaway Elected Head 
of American Dam Group 


Gail Hathaway, special representa- 
tive of the Chief of Army Engineers, 
has been elected chairman of the re- 
cently reactivated American Committee 
of the International Commission on 
Large Dams. 

At the same time, the 
mittee was 


American Com- 
reorganized, after a war- 


GAIL HATHAWAY 


time lapse of activity, with representa- 
tives from engineering groups, federal 
construction agencies, and private in- 
dustry. The reorganization meeting fol- 
lowed the election of Joel D. Justin, 


tion will be to arrange participation jp 
the third International Dam Congress 
to be held in Stockholm in June. 
Hathaway succeeds _ Reclamation 
Commissioner Michael W. Straus, who 
will continue to serve as chairman un. 
til July 1. Other members of the ex. 
ecutive committee include Samuel B. 
Morris, general manager and chief en. 
gineer of the Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power; John L. Savage, 
consulting engineer of Denver; and 
Carl P. Vetter and Frank A. Banks of 
the Bureau of Reclamation. 
Advisory members include 
Clogher of Ebasco Services, Inc 
Growdon, Aluminum Co of America; 
L. F. Harza, Harza Engineering Co: 
L. N. Reeve, Stone & Webster Engineer. 
ing Corp; I. C. Steele, Pacific Gas & 
Electric Co; W. F. Uhl, Charles T, 
Main, Inc; William P. Creager, Buffalo 
consulting engineer; Julian Hinds, 
Metropolitan Water District of South. 
ern California; W. T. Lerch, Portland 
Cement Association; Dr. Kar] Terzaghi, 
Harvard University, and representatives 
of the Corps of Engineers, Reclamation 
Bureau, Federal Works Agency, TVA. 


and the Puerto Rico Water Resources 


A. € 
> ae 


Authority. 


Nova Scotia Hydro Planned 


The Nova Scotia Power Commission 
has plans for its second hydro power 
development on the Mersey River. The 
new site is just north of Milton and 


near the present Guzzle development. 
Two 6,000-hp units are to be installed. 
The new plant will supply power for 
the south shore of Nova Scotia and for 
inland rural electrification. 


000,000 each month, Case reported. The 
agency's budget for fiscal 1949, starting 
July 1, calls for $300.000,000 in new 
loan funds. 


Philadelphia consulting engineer. as 
vice-president of the International Com- 
mission. 

First activity 


of the American sec- 
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Changes in Capacity Reported to Federal Power Commission 
Utility Blocks Rate Cut 


Florida Power Corp has been granted 
a temporary injunction by Circuit 
Judge George W. Jackson at St. Augus- 
tine restraining the DeLand City Com- 
mission from reducing rates. The utility 
has raised rates twice this year to con- 
sumers in the city by employing a 
fuel clause. A recent city ordinance 
eliminated these increases. 


PLANT ADDITIONS DURING JANUARY 

Utility Plant Fuel 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co Scobey, Mont.. .. 
Black Hills Power & Light Co...... Osage, S. D 
Tucumcari Light & Power Dept... . Tucumcari, N. M.. 
Tucson Gas, Electric Light & Power Co.... Tucson, Ariz.. 
Arkansas Power & Light Co. . ; Elaine, Ark... .. 
New Bern Water & Light Dept New Bern, N. ‘. 
Lake Worth Light & Water Dept. . Lake Worth, Fla. 
Kenyon Municizal Utilities. . Kenyon, Minn... . 
Carlton County Cooperative Power 4 Assn Kettle River, Minn. 
Brooklyn Municipal Electric Plant. Brooklyn, lowa. . . 
Sibley Light Dept... . Ase Sibley, lowa.... ai 
Carrollton Municipal Utilities. . Carrollton, Mo... ... 
Burke Light & Power Dept... Burke, S. Dak. 
Attica Water & Light Plant Attica, Kan... 
St. Francis Weter & Light Dept St. Francis, Kan... . 
Wellington Light Dept 7 ... Wellington, Kan... 
Oberlin Municipal Light & Power. . .. Oberlin, Ohio..... 
Woodsfield Electric Light Plant. . Woodsfield, sue. Gord 
Illinois Rural Electric Co. ae i. . 
Public Service Co of New ‘Hampshire vi 
Metropolitan Edison Co. 


Capacity (Kw) 
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Municipal System Defeated 


Beach, Calif.. voters turned 
down an initiative petition for a muni- 
cipally owned power system at a special 
election on Feb 24. The vote was 35,- 
102 to 9,207. The city is now served by 
the Southern California Edison Co. 


PLANT RETIREMENTS DURING JANUARY 
Interstate Power Co... . Refeatore lowa 
Otter Tail Power Co... Oakes 
Woodsfield Electric Light Plant. . Wecditieid, Ohio. 
Pennsylvania Power & Light Co... . Varden 


Long 


H—Hydro, IC internal Combustion, S—Steam 
United States capacity as of February 1- Shon, 36,010,292 kw; Hydro, 14,970,712 kw; Internal Combustion, 
1,338,710 kw; Total, 52,319,714 kw. 
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Trees Are Beautiful but T&D Group 
of PEA Has Other Ideas about Them 


Trees may be very beautiful, but not 
to members of the Pennsylvania Elec- 
tric Association’s Transmission and 
Distribution Committee. Meeting last 
week at New Castle. they agreed that 
brush under transmission lines is a 
problem. But during sleet storms, like 
the one that hit East in January. trees 
are a headache and a horror to men 
charged with tranquil, trouble-free sys- 
tem operation. 

Three experts from firms specializing 
in utility right-of-way maintenance took 
part in a session on chemical weed and 
brush control. All three agreed on the 
effectiveness of modern herbicides like 
24D, Ammate and 2-4-5T for controll- 
There 


some difference of opinion on which 


ing unwanted growths. was 
chemical and what method of applica- 
tion gave best results. 


H. L. Jacobs. Davey Tree Expert Co. 


favored pressure spraying of “Ammate”. 


which, he said, kills 75 percent of all 
growth in one application. It is par- 
ticularly effective against stubborn 
growths like ash, oak, and hickory. 
Ralph Kaufmann. Asplundh Tree Ex- 
pert Co, preferred low-pressure spray- 
ing of 2-4D in its various forms, using 
The 


controlled. he said. if 


back-horne equipment. stubborn 
growths can he 
t 
proper formulas so the herbicide will 
be taken into the circulating system 
and thus kill root systems. 





ie entire leaf surface is covered with 





Howard Ferguson, Penn Line Service 


Co, recommended 2-4D, 2-4-5T and 
Esteron 44 formulations, pressure 


sprayed to penetrate heavy leaf growth. 
but he reported gratifying results with 
low-pressure pack spraying. All three 
speakers agreed that spraying when 
growths are 48 in. or under in height 
gives the best results. 


Sleet Storm Experience 


Trees came in again for condemna- 
tion in a discussion of sleet storm ex- 
perience of eastern companies. The 
January storm, cited as the worst in 30 
radial ice 
with widespread and extensive inter- 


years, brought 14 to 14 in, 


ruption to service in eastern Pennsyl- 
vania, New Jersey. and New York. Trees 
caused 75 percent of the damage which 
to distribu- 
Circuits were disrupted 


was confined in the main 
tion systems. 
as ice-laden tree limbs bent over. broke. 
Three days after 
the storm, trees again figured promi- 


and fell across lines. 


nently in trouble reports as ice fell off 
and limbs whipped up under lines trip- 
ping out circuits wholesale. One com- 
that 


trouble. service would have been back 


pany estimated without tree 


to normal in 12 hours. Another re- 
ported 100 trees down in one single 
mile, 


Need for 


fastenings was disclosed by sleet storm 


improved house service 


experience on the Metropolitan Edison 


WORK IS UNDERWAY on the Castillon Dam on the Verdon River in southern France. 
IS Is one of a series of hydroelectric power projects. 
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Co system where 85 percent of trouble 
with service drops caused by 
brackets pulling out. 

Aerial cable was conspicuously free 
from trouble on the Public Service Co 
of New Jersey system where 192,000 
customers were interrupted. All com- 
panies praised the part played by FM 
radio in restoring service and the pa- 
tience and understanding displayed by 
the public. Little trouble was experi- 
enced in picking up load after sustained 
outage because. as one engineer re- 
marked dryly, “We picked up the sys- 
tem in pieces.” 


was 


A solution to the problem of tapping 
and sectionalizing aerial cables was sug- 
gested by C. E. Nelson. Philadelphia 
Electric Co. He recommended the use 
of special slotted cutout boxes that 
would make it unnecessary to cut cable 
conductors or to tap them directly. Two 
designs were proposed and methods of 
application of 
cutouts discussed. 

Progress of PEA toward standardiza- 
tion of line truck body designs, for 
light. medium and heavy classes, was 
reported by C. H. Aubel. chairman of 
the Motor Transportation Committee. 
\ suggested standard will soon be sub- 
mitted for consideration. 
Opposition to crew compartments, with 


fuse or disconnecting 


association 


some companies favoring separate crew 
transport vehicles. developed when it 
was found that 


$800 


crew compartments 


represent worth of truck body 
space. 

Both J. G. Charest. Pennsylvania 
Power & Light Co, and H. R. Wilbur. 
Metropolitan -Edison Co. reported that 
truck d-c generators lack capacity to 
keep radio truck batteries charged. 
Wilbur has substituted a-c generators 
and rectifiers for truck 
a result. 

\ comprehensive report on the 66-kv 
transmission practice of the Philadel- 
phia Electric Co was presented by P. W. 
Crosby. The report covered the com- 
pany’s use of solid-and oil-filled cable 
in duet systems as well as cable-in-pipe 


generators, as 


svstems of the high-pressure gas-and 
oil-filled types. 


Wired-Radio Contre! 


\ demonstration of Wired-Radio con- 
trol of street light and water heater 
loads. by A. C. Coyle. Line Material 
Co, was a feature of the second meet- 
ing day. Use of Wired-Radio to op- 
erate sectionalizing switches on trans- 
mission and to control the 
switching of capacitors during light 
load periods were reported by Coyle. 
The problem of using 3.000-cycle car- 
rier on distribution systems having 
shunt capacitors has been met by devel- 
opment of special blocking units for 
use with lumped capacitor installations. 


systems 
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CORNELL’S HIGH-VOLTAGE RESEARCH LABORATORY as it appeared after the 
fire on Feb 12. The laboratory at Ithaca, N. Y., was cooperatively constructed and main- 
tained by the university and a group of electrical manufacturers 





Portland Electric Power 
Gives Way to Successor 


With the filing of dissolution papers 
at the Oregon capitol at Salem, the 
Portland Electric Power Co ceased 
to exist on Feb 2. The company, Port- 
land’s largest utility, is replaced by 
the Portland General Electric Co, its 
former subsidiary, as the reorganized 
and surviving company (EW, Oct 25, 
1947, page 92). 

Portland General Electric is strictly 
an Oregon corporation, not a holding 
company and not a subsidiary of a 
holding company. With the exchange 
of Portland Electric Power securities 
for stock in the newly reorganized 
company, Portland General Electric 
will be owned by 18,000 stockholders. 
The company has assets of $86,000,000. 


Ellis Succeeds Gallagher 
as Power Club Chairman 


L. Ellis, Public Service Electric & 
Gas Co, Elizabeth, N. J., has been 
elected chairman of the Interstate 
Power Club of New York. Clarence T. 
Shoch, Pennsylvania Power & Light Co, 
succeeds Ellis as vice-chairman. 

Former chairman, J. V. Gallagher, 
Jersey Central Power & Light Co, has 
resigned to assume his new duties as 
manager of industrial power and light- 
ing sales and industrial development 
with the Tide Water Power Co, Wil- 
mington, N. C. 


TVA. Selling Towns 


TVA is going out of the real estate 
business. The town of Norris, Tenn., 
is to be sold this year and the three 
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Wilson Dam villages at Muscle Shoals, 
Ala., early in 1949. The properties will 
be first offered as a single unit at pub- 
lic auction at an established minimum 
price. If no sale results, present resi- 
dents will have an opportunity to buy. 





SEC RULINGS 





STanpArD Gas & Etectric Co has ob- 
tained permission to solicit proxies for the 
annual stockholders’ meeting originally set 
for Dec 3, 1947, but postponed by the 
commission to March 11, 1948. In a 3 to 1 
decision, with Acting Chairman Robert K. 
McConnaughey dissenting, the commission 
declared: “We have been influenced in 
allowing Standard Gas to hold its annual 
meeting in the hope that prompt compli- 
ance with Section 11 will result.” In dis- 
senting, Commissioner McConnaughey said 
the stockholders’ meeting should not be per- 
mitted at this time without “some indica- 
tion of concurrence of the factions upon a 
program to assure prompt, aggressive 
efforts” toward compliance with the act by 


Standard Gas. (Release No. 7983). 


Outo Pustic Service Co, a subsidiary of 
Cities Service Co, has been authorized to 
sell $10,000,000 first mortgage bonds, due 
1978. Offering price, interest rate and 
underwriting terms will be governed by 
competitive bidding and _ supplied by 
amendment. The company has scheduled a 
plant expansion program estimated to cost 
$37,207,000 by 1950, and plans in 1949 to 
issue an additional $10,000,000 of first 
mortgage bonds and $2,500,000 par value 
of preferred stock. (Release No. 7979). 


ToLtepo Epison Co has received com- 
mission authority to borrow $6,200,000. The 
company, a subsidiary of Cities Service Co, 
will sell 2} percent notes maturing Dec 31, 
1950, to Chase National Bank, New York, 
National City Bank of Cleveland, Com- 
merce National Bank of Toledo, Toledo 
Trust Co and Ohio Citizens Trust Co, 
Toledo. (Release No. 7981). 
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MEETINGS 







Southeastern School Lighting Institute—Suwanne 
Hotel, St. Petersburg, Fla., April 19-21; g,. 
hibit, Mirror Lake Junior High School, St. Peters. 
burg, Fla., April 19-May 15. Dr. Louis j 
Colman, director, Prevention of Blindness Divi. 
sion, Florida Council for the Blind, 918 Tampo 
St, Tampa 2, Fla. 













American Society for Testing Materials—Annyg| 
Meeting, Book-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, June 
21-25. Robert J. Painter, assistant secretary 
1916 Race St, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 






PREVIOUSLY LISTED 









National Association of Purchasing Agents— 
Public Utility Buyers’ Group, Mid-Winter Con- 
ference, Roosevelt Hotel, New Orleans, March 









National Rural Electric Cooperative Association— 
Annual Meeting, Stevens Hotel, Chicago, March 
8-10. 


Oklahoma Utilities Association—Annual Conven- 
tion, Biltmore Hotel, Oklahoma City, Okla, 
March 11-12. 


National Electrical Manufacturers 
Winter Convention, Edgewater 
Chicago, March 14-18. 







Association— 
Beach Hotel, 





Canadian Electrical Association—Western Confer- 
ence, Palliser Hotel, Calgary, March 15-17, 





Institute of Radio Engineers—Annual Conven- 
tion, Hotel Commodore, and Radio Engineering 
Show, Grand Central Palace, New York, March 
22-25. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Con- 
ference on Electron Tubes for Instrumentation 
and Industrial Use, sponsored by the Joint Sub- 
committee on Electronic Instruments, Benjamin 
Franklin Hotel, Philadelphia, March 29-31; Great 
Lakes District Meeting, Fort Des Moines Hotel, 
Des Moines, lowa, April 1-3: North Easter 
District Meeting, Taft Hotel, New Haven, Conn., 
April 28-30; Summer General Meeting, Palace 
of Fine Arts, Mexico City, Mex., June 21-25 












Southeastern Electric Exchange—Accounting Cor- 
ference, Henry Grady Hotel, Atlanta, April 1-2 
Annual Meeting, Boca Raton, Fla., April 8-10; 
Spring Conference, Engineering and Operating 
Section, Tampa Terrace Hotel, Tampa, Fis. 
May 6-7. 


National Association of Corrosion Engineers—Ar- 
nual Conference and Exhibition, Jefferson Hotel, 
St. Louis, April 5-8. 










Edison Electric Institute—Annual Sales Confer- 
ence, Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, Apri 
6-8; Annual Convention, Hotel Traymore, Atlon- 
tic City, June 1-3. 






Missouri Valley Electric Association—Engineering 
Conference, President Hotel, Kansas City, April 
7-8; Rural Round Table, President Hotel, Kansos 
City, May 5; Sales and Rural Conference, 
President Hotel, Kansas City, May 6-7. 








Midwest Power Conference—Sheraton Hotel, Chi- 
cago, April 7-9. 






Northwest Electric Light & Power Association— 
Engineering and Operation Section, Daven ; 
Hotel, Spokane, April 14-16; Accounting - 
Business Practice Section, Davenport Hotel 
Spokane, April 17-18: Annual Business Meeting, 
Empress Hotel, Victoria, B. C., May 10; wf 
ness Development Section, Empress Hotel 
Victoria, B. C., May 10-12. 








Electrochemical Society—Spring Congress, a 
Wallick Hotel, Columbus, Ohio, April 14-1/: 





Missouri Association of Public Utilities—Annue 
Louis, Apr! 






Convention, Hotel Jefferson, St. 
28-30. 
Engineers Club of Philadel phia—Engineeri"s 





Progress Show, co-sponsored by junior ua 
and the Franklin Institute at the Institute 
May 11-16. 

Public Utilities Advertising Association—Amt 
Meeting, Hotel Cleveland, Cleveland, 
May 27-28. 
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Puget Sound Crews Start 
Slowdown for More Pay 


Pressing demands for an additional 
90 cents an hour over the 15-cent hourly 
wage increase adopted by their union, 
some 260 outdoor workers of the Puget 
Sound Power & Light Co, Seattle, have 
begun a work slowdown. 

The men involved—linemen, cable 
splicers, and servicemen—contend they 
are entitled to higher wage scales than 
other workers because of their haz- 
ardous work. They stopped work for 
several days early in January in support 
of their demands, going back on the 
job with appointment of a fact-finding 
board. This board, however, recom- 
mended no additional increase for the 
outdoor men. 

If the company fires “one man as a 
result of this slowdown, we’ll all walk 
out,” a union spokesman said. Outdoor 
workers in municipal power systems at 
Seattle, Tacoma, and Portland, Ore., 
also may join in the slowdown. 


New Missouri Co-op Plans 
7,700-Kw. Power Station 


A new Missouri cooperative, the 
Northeast Missouri Electric Power Co- 
operative, Palmyra, has received a REA 
loan of $2,300,000 for the construction 
of a 7,700-kw generating plant. The 
loan will also provide funds for 96 
miles of transmission lines. 

The co-op has been formed by mem- 
bers of three distribution co-ops: Mis- 


souri Rural Electric Cooperative, 
Palmyra; Lewis County Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, Monticello; 


and Ralls County Electric Cooperative, 
New London. 

These co-ops will take energy sup- 
plied by the new plant which is to be 
built at Helton, Mo. 


Omaha PPD Offers Plan 
to Aid Cold-Struck Hydros 


Because the cold weather has se- 
verely curtailed operation of the public 
Power districts serving Nebraska, the 
Omaha Public Power District (the old 
Nebraska Power Co) has come forward 
with a plan to assist them. 

The Omaha PPD has. proposed that 
whenever the districts are forced to 
ration power, it will relieve them of 
their obligation to supply power to 
OPPD. The districts, which operate 
hydro plants, have a contract to supply 
OPPD with about 25 percent of its 
total power requirement. If possible, it 
will even send them power 


Billions of Kwhr 





Arput Feels Electrification Can Go too Far 


Being editor of our weekly kwhr out- 
put section, Anput has a growing inter- 
est in load-building. But he feels that 
electrification can go too far. 

“It already has,” snarled Arpurt. 
“Take railroad transportation, for in- 
stance. Everywhere you try to go, the 
trains are late. Why? Because every 
morning, three dozens clowns jam every 
Pullman washroom on the rails. All of 
them use electric shavers. Right there 
you have a lot of load. So what hap- 
pens? The train uses up its fuel serving 
the tonsorial load instead of speeding 
along to get into town on time. Result: 
missed appointments, lost sales, busi- 
ness stagnates. 

“And that isn’t all,” Arput screamed. 
Next, they'll want electric blankets on 
every Pullman berth. Think what that 
would do to the load. If they keep this 
up, all a train’s fuel will go into luxury 
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load and we'll have to take the airlines 
from Pullman to Pullman. 

“The output this week? Down again. 
The Pullmans must have been crowded 
with electric-shaver users.” 


Weekly Output, Millions Kwhr 


1948 1947 1946 
Feb. 28 5,252 Mar. 1 4,797 Mar. 2 4,000 
Feb. 21 5,254 Feb. 22 4,778 Feb. 23 3,923 
Feb. 14 5,385 Feb. 15 4,778 Feb. 16 3,949 
Feb. 7 5,412 Feb. 8 4,801 Feb. 9 3,983 


a 
Jan. 31 5,429 Feb. 1 4,777 Feb. 2, 3,983 


Jan. 24 5,436 Jan. 25 4,856 Jan. 26 4,034 
Jan. 17 5,370 Jan. 18 4,857 Jan. 19 4,145 
Jan. 10 5,278 Jan. 11 4,853 Jan. -12 4,163 


Percent Change from Previous Year 





Feb. 28 Feb. 21 Feb. 14 

New England ........ + 9.1 + 9.5 +12.6 
Mid-Atlantic ......... 4.3 + 5.2 + 9.1 
Central Industrial .... -+- 8.4 + 7.6 +10.8 
West Central ........ 10.1 +10.3 +12.8 
Southern States ...... +10.5 +11.4 +14.4 
Rocky Mountain ..... 12.2 +14.8 +17.1 
Puede COG. ccacacccs +-16.1 +17.8 +17.4 
Total United States. -+ 9.5 +10.0 +12.7 
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IN THE INDUSTRY 


RICHARD N. LARKIN 


ELECTRIC POWER and housing are charter members 
of the ‘“Government-Get-The-Hell-Out-Of-My-Business” 
Club. As such, each should prepare to pass on the rush 
of applications for membership which is developing. 
Just look at the industries which are potential candidates. 

Just a few days back, the rubber industry urged Con- 
gress to get the government out of the synthetic rubber 
industry as soon as possible. Obviously, the rubber 
people are ready to sign a check for the initiation fee of 
the GGTHOOMB Club. They arrived at this sad state 
through no fault of their own. We had a war in the 
That put Uncle Sam into the 
One of the knotty postwar issues has 


wrong part of the world. 
rubber business. 
been whether the government should continue to require 
the use of stipulated percentages of synthetic rubber in 
numerous products. That any such problem should 
command lengthy and serious debate in what is described 
as a free, competitive enterprise economy is pretty star- 
tling. But there it is. 


lightly. Plainly, this country can’t afford again to be 


and it isn’t one to be dismissed 


thrust into the rubber trap it occupied for about 18 
1943 and 1944. 
stays in the rubber business, making the rubber people 
prime candidates for membership in GGTHOOMB. Peace. 
its wonderful. 


months in And because it can’t, it 


Moving along in our review of potential new members. 
we find the petroleum crowd—a step or two behind the 
rubber people. Not long ago, Cap Krug presented a long- 
Our Washing- 


And clearly. 


term program for synthetic liquid fuels. 
ton intelligence insists that this one is real. 
the day will come, whether early or late, when such an 
industry—of huge proportions—will be a_ national 
necessity. 

Here, the government hasn't yet made the investment, 
as it has in rubber. But government is panting to do so. 
Krug told Congress the other day that private companies 
should operate the plants, but that government financing 
will be necessary because of the competitive advantage 
which petroleum holds. Hearings began this week on a 
hill letting RFC lend $400,000,000 for private construc- 
tion of such plants. It gives industry four months to take 
up the option. Thereafter, RFC would build them and 
hire operators. Move over, rubber. here come the oil 
people. 

Then there’s steel. Thus far, steel isn’t in the same 
boat as rubber and petroleum, let alone housing and 
power. But because of an entirely rational, if ill-timed, 
price increase recently, a number of people are suggesting 
And since the 


discovery of the steel shortage more than a year ago, 


that steel be declared a public utility. 


still more people have been suggesting that if steel won’t 


expand on its own, government should put in the plant 
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and do the expansion job itself. The idea hasn't gone 
anywhere. But some of its backers have national political 
significance. So, if steel continues short for a long time. 
who’s to say the idea won’t recur—in the form which 
exists today in rubber or is proposed today for oil? 
After all, steel is as vital to the U. S. as oil or rubber. 

Wonder if all this might not have a meaning for 
Perhaps the common threat of GGTHOOMB 


will bring common action to end the threat. 


power? 
Cer- 
tainly, the power business needs all the help it can get, 
And it’s a struggling example of what's down the road, 


TECHNICAL TRENDS 


ARCHER E. KNOWLTON 


Facsimile radio transmission and reproduction is be- 
ing studied by some utilities for extending already over- 
taxed communication facilities. Immediate transmission 
of instructions and night sending of messages to unat- 
tended receiving apparatus for guidance of district em- 
ployees upon morning arrival are possibilities. Facsimile 
would compete with tele-typewriter service. 


A mobile shop for substation repair is being used 
by an eastern utility. A war surplus radio-repair truck 


trailer was converted for this new duty. 


Control batteries assume more and more importance 
as dependence on relaying increases to the point of 
Also de- 


ereases in operating forces could place greater loads on 


progressive omission of back-up protection. 


haiteries for automatic clearing of faults. This would 
mean simultaneous tripping and reclosure with increased 
drain on battery sets. Hence there is growing interest in 
larger ampere-hour capacities so that voltage will remain 
high. Also there is a strong trend toward 250-v bat- 


teries and control. 


Instrumentation and telemetering might well serve i 
dustry as a real gage of productivity. Indications of 
power input to a machine could be an incontrovertible 
index of (1) excessive intervals between work operations, 
or (2) excessive downtime for repairs and adjustments. 
No labor-baiting spy system, such records might be 
telemetered to a central supervisory point where they 
would keep a production engineer immediately and 
continuously posted on impeded production. Industry 
would then have the equivalent of a utility load dis 
patcher, kept informed by instruments of conditions at all 


points under his jurisdiction. 


Gas-flame thawing apparatus is being used by Toledo 


Edison to free frozen coal from the sides and bottoms 
of cars. Unloading is speeded appreciably. 
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Westinghouse Has Prosperous 1947 
but Price Foresees Coming Difficulties 


For Westinghouse Electric Corp, 
1947 was a record year. Shipments 


valued at $703.154.334 set a peacetime 
record. Only the $830.480.435 output 
of war year 1944 was higher. Net in- 
come rose to $48.806.417. another rec- 


ord. New orders received in 1947 
amounted to $849,930.945 compared 
with $624.672.985 in 1946. And the 


hacklog of unfilled orders at the end of 
1947 was $685.340.339 compared with 
$589,583.459 in 1946, 

Payroll in 1947 was $342,530,755 with 
106.458 employees on the rolls at the 
end of the year. In 1946. the totals were 
$217,726.856 and 96.640. Dividends in 
1947 were $18.366.225 compared with 
$13 172,665 in 1946. 

Gwilym A. Price. Westinghouse presi- 
dent, told a press conference last week 
in New York of this year of clear sail- 
ing. But he also pointed out the bumps 
in the road ahead. 

Discussing delivery schedules, he said 
that by the end of the year Westing- 
house expects to be nearing the end of 
its backlog. In the electrical appliance 
feld we will be selling appliances in- 






















































































stead of alloting them. However, the 
company has heavy equipment orders 
that will take until 1951 to fill. 

The need for expansion capital is 
great. Companies need money to buy 
capital equipment. Private capital can 
be attracted for additional industrial 
investment only. by immediate over-all 
tax relief, particularly for the corpora- 
tion and the investor, “Sooner or later, 
if we are going to have a continuation 
of our dynamic economy, something 
must be done about double taxation of 
dividends.” he asserted. 

Industry’s greatest need, Price de- 
clared, is stability of prices. a condi- 
tion that must be reached before cuts 
are possible. Price stability. he added, 
requires a similar policy by basic West- 
inghouse suppliers, and this depends 
on stability of wages. Labor could do 


much to insure such stability. Com- 
menting on coming contract negotia- 


tions with the United Electrical, Radio 
& Machine Workers, CIO Price said 
that any wage increases of more than 
a few cents an hour will be followed by 
price increases. 





NO STEAM TURBINES or electric generators will be made for some time in 
this $20,000,000 plant that General Electric Co is building at Schenectady, N. Y- 
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He seemed little concerned by the 
recent increase in the price of steel but 
admitted that from a_ psychological 
standpoint it was bad. Price stated that 
since 1939 all Westinghouse prices were 
up 34 percent, while labor costs rose 77 
percent and materials an average of 
98 percent. 


NEMA Offers Appliance 
Sales Book at Cut Price 


NEMA is offering at a special low 
price until April 30, the “Electrical 
Appliance Sales Handbook,” which is 
part of NEMA’s “Go All-Electric” 
program. The book is intended for 
all those selling .electrical appliances 
or electric service and for all those 
engaged in the development of these 
markets. 

Not only does the book explain how 
to sell all major appliances but also 
how to sell them in competition with 
any other types of fuel. Special at- 
tention is paid to the small town-rural 
market where LP gas sales have been 
great. 

Author of the book is Laurence 
Wray. managing editor of “Electrical 
Merchandising.” 

Until April 30. NEMA is offering 
the book at these prices: $2.75 a copy; 


2 to 4 copies, $2.50 each; 5 to 24 


copies. $2.25 each; 25 or more, $2 
each. Beginning May 1, prices in 


each classification will go up 50 cents 
a copy. Orders should be sent to the 
National Electrical Manufacturers As- 
sociation, “Go All-Electric” Program, 
155 East 44th Street, New York 17, 
), ae & 


Coffin Awards Made to 58 


Fifty-eight employees of the General 
Electric Co and its manufacturing af- 
filiates have received Charles A. Coffin 
awards for work of outstanding merit 
during the years 1946 and 1947. Work 
recognized was in the fields of elec- 
tronic tubes and circuits, improved 
product design, silicone rubber appli- 
cations, turbosupercharger production, 
instrument development, packaging 
methods, toolmaking, gun-control equip- 
ment, measuring devices and many 
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others. Highest number of the awards, 
33, went to employees of the GE ap- 
paratus department. 


GE Price Cut a Failure; 
Others Refuse to Follow 


The chain reaction which the General 
Electric Co hoped to set off with its 
cut in its prices has failed, President 
Charles E. Wilson last week told mem- 
bers of the New York State Legislature. 

“Our reward has not been great to 
date,” he said. “Our union still insists 
on a wage rise, and some of our indus- 
trial contemporaries have seen fit to 
increase prices instead of lower them. 
. . . We must have more production out 
of the existing wage dollar” before 
prices will fall. 


Expansion Plan Announced 
by Porcelain Insulator 


Porcelain Insulator Corp, Lima, 
N. Y., will start plant expansion in 
the near future, President Leo B. Har- 
vey has revealed. He predicted that 
production this year will surpass the 
record high set in 1947, 

The large backlog of orders reflects 
accelerated construction programs of 
utilities in all sections of the country, 
he said, adding that the demand seems 
certain to keep the enlarged plant 
operating at capacity. 


Manufacturers Announce 
New Sales Assignments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have recently made the following ap- 
pointments to their sales staffs: 


Standard Transformer Co, Warren, 
Ohio, has appointed F. W. Knoeppel, 1713 
S. W. 9th St, Miami, as its sales repre- 
sentative in the state of Florida. 


National Electric Products Corp, 
Pittsburgh, has named H. E. Colliver Ohio 
district manager. Mr Colliver has been in 
charge of the company’s Cincinnati sales 
office and in his new capacity he will 
continue to supervise sales activities in the 
Cincinnati area from his new headquarters 
at 1836 Euclid Av, Cleveland. Announce- 
ment was also made of the transfer of R. O. 
Burke from the Cincinnati territory to the 
Cleveland district office. 


Lincoln Electric Co, Cleveland, has 
appointed J. S. Roscoe district manager 
for the Chicago office. Mr Roscoe goes to 
Chicago from Pittsburgh where he had 
been district manager since 1944. H. E. 


Cable has been made district manager in 
Pittsburgh. 
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UTILITIES 


Proposed Construction 


Ala,, Gadsden 
18 St., Birmingham, 
plant superstructure, 
Nelson Bldg., archt. 

Arizona—Bureau Reclamation, Dpt. In- 
terior, Parker Dam, Calif., Coolidge—E. D. 
No. 5 _115-kv transmission line, Davis 
Dam Proj. Spec. 2119. W. R. Young, 
Bidg. 1A, Denver Federal Center, Denver, 
Colo., ch. engr. 

Ind., Frankfort—Bd. P. Wks., A. J. 
togers, clk., City Hall, long range imprv. 


-Ala. Power Co., 600 N. 
steam generating 
Jack Smith, Frank 


city power plant and city electric distr. 
sys., incl. steam boiler, turbo-generator 
set. $2,000,000. Emery, Marker & Assoc., 


510 Toledo Trust Bldg., 

Kentucky—Green River Rural Electric 
Co-operative Corp., Owensboro, 245 mi. 
rural distr. lines, sys. imprvs., headquart- 
ers facilities, completing previously ap- 
proved construction, Daviess Co. $890,000. 

Missouri — Northeast Missouri Electric 
Power Co-operative, c/o F. H. Schmit, 
Palmyra, 96 mi. transmission lines, power 


consult. engrs. 


sub-stations, 7700 kw. power generating 
plant, inel. bldg., equip., auxiliaries, ap- 
purtenances, at Holton. $2,300,000, Stan- 
ley Eng. Co., Muscatine, la., consult. engr. 

Nebraska and Wyoming——Bureau Re- 
clamation, Dpt. Interior, Building 1-A, 
Denver Federal Center, Denver, Colo., 


Gering-Alliance and Cheyenne-Pine Bluffs 
115 kilovolt transmission lines, Power 
Transmission Lines Unit, Missouri Basin 
Proj., Scottsbluff, Morrill and Box Butte 
Counties, Nebraska, and Laramie Co., Wy- 
oming, Spec. 2125. 

Nebraska — Assistant Secy. Consumers 
Public Power Dist., Columbus, erecting 
approx. 80 mi. of 115 kv. 3 phase trans- 
mission line between the District’s sub- 
station near Norfolk, and O'Neill substa- 
tion near O'Neill, by way of proposed 
substation near Nelight. Plans deposit 
$15. R. L. Schacht, acting mgr. 

South Dakota—Hamlin Electric 
Clear Lake, 363 mi. rural distr. lines in 
Deuel and Hamlin Counties. $665,000. 
Waldo Scott Eng. Co., Watertown, consult. 


engr. 
Bldg., 


Assn.,, 


Tennessee—U. S. Eng., Federal 
Nashville, seven 13.2/161 kv. single phase 
15,000/20,000 kva. main power transform- 
ers, appuftenances and 2 neutral ground 
reactors for transformers, four 13.2/46 kv. 


single phase 10,000/13,333 kva. main 
power transformers with tap-changing- 
underload equip. $750,000. 


Wyoming — Bureau Reclamation, Dpt. 
Interior, Bldg. 1-A, Denver Federal Cen- 
ter, Denver, Colo., power transmission 
lines unit, construction Gering-Alliance 
and Cheyenne-Pine Bluffs 115 kv trans- 
= lines, Missouri Basin Proj., Spec. 


Low Bidders & Contracts Awarded 


La., Shreveport—Radio Station K TBS, 
c/o contractor, radio station, to W. A. 
Gray Constr. Co., 861 Grimmett Dr. Est. 
$250,000. 

Minn., Lyle—Dairyland Power Co-oper- 
ative, Inc., 407 Rivoli Bldg., La Crosse, 
Wis., Feb. 11, furnishing, installing, two 
2500 kw., diesel engines, with auxiliaries, 
piping, power bldg., near here, from Nord- 
berg Mfg.; Co., 3073 S. Chase St., Mil- 
waukee, Wis. $625,215, (escalator not to 
exceed $722,390). 

Missouri—Ralls County Electric Co-op- 
erative Assn., New London, 118 to 130 mi. 
rural distr. lines, Ralls Co., own forces. 
Est. approx. $205,000. 

Montana—U. S. Eng., Fort Peck, Mont., 
Feb, 12, %13.8-66.4/115 kv rated 12,500 
kva oil-immersed, self-cooled 16,667 kva 
oil-immersed, forced-air-cooled, single- 
phase transformers and appurtenances for 
installation in Outdoor Substation Yard 
at Fort Peck Power Plant, Fort Peck, 
Serial No. W-24-016-eng-48-43, from Mo- 
loney Electric Co., 5390 Bircher St., St. 
Louis, Mo. $159,622. Proposed work re- 
ported 2/14 E. W. p. 116. 
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Nebraska — Franklin County Electric 
Membership Assn., Franklin, labor for 413 
mi. rural distr. lines, Franklin Co., to 
Flora Constr. Co., 501 Jackson St., To- 
peka, Kan. $128,148. Bids 2/6. _ 

Washington—Bureau Reclamation, Dpt, 
Interior, Building 1-A, Denver Federal 
Center, Denver, Colo., nine 43,000 kya 
transformers for Units R4, R5, and Ré6, 
Columbia Basin Proj., Grand Coulee 
Power Plant, Spec. 2048, to Westinghouse 
Electric Corp., Gas & Electric Bldg., Den. 
ver, Colo. $1,088,000. Bids 1/22, awarded 
2/10. 

{ — Wisconsin Electric Power 
Co., 231 W. Michigan St., Zone 3, electri¢ 
transmission line between Milwaukee and 
Kenosha, own forces. $600,000. C, F 
John, c/o owner, engr. 


INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL 
& PUBLIC BUILDINGS 


Proposed Construction 


Conn., Greenwich—Greenwich Hospital 
Assn., E. K. Warren, pres. Bd. Dire 
plans by Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 
E. 57 St., New York, N. Y., 7 story, brick, 
steel, concrete, limestone hospital, alteri 
present bldg. to clinic and nursing schoo! 
Lake Ave. and Perryridge Rd. $3,750,000, 

Mont., Miles City—U. S. Eng., Fort 
Peck, redesigning plans by A. V. Mclver, 
Cushing & Terrell, engrs. and archts, 
212% N. Broadway, Billings, veterans 
hospital. $3,000,000. 

N. J., New Brunswick—Rutgers Univer- 
sity, New Brunswick, and State Dept. In 
stitutions & Agencies, State Office Bldg, 
Trenton, chemistry bldg. $1,000,000. 

Ore., Eugene—State Bd. Higher Educ, 
Benson Hotel, Portland, women’s dormi- 
tory. $1,800,000. Lawrence, Tucker & 
Wallman. Failing Bldg., Portland, archts. 

Tex., Marlin—Veterans Admin., Ver- 
mont Ave. between H and I Sts. N.W, 
Wash., 25, D. C., 200 bed masonry gen- 
eral medical and surgical hospital, air- 
conditioned, ete., on Hy. 4. $7,000,000, 
Rather, Moore & Assoc., 3218 Main St, 
Houston, consult. engrs. and archts. 


Low Bidders & Contracts Awarded 


Del., Wilmington—U. S. Eng., 1400 Penn 
Mutual Bldg., Phila. 1, Pa., hospital for 
Veterans Admin., Vermont Ave. between 
H and I Sts., N.W., Wash. 25, D. Ce 
Virginia Eng. Co., Newport News, Va 
$6,911,000; elevators, to Otis Blevator Co, 
502 N. 19 St., Phila., Pa. $286,375. 

Ia., Iowa City—State Bd. Educ., Des 
Moines, rejected bids Jan. 29, 1 bidg., 
Le» B. $230,000; 2 bidgs., L. B. $499,000; 
4 bldgs., $877,000; plumbing and heatitt 
L. B. $199,312; electrical work, lL. 1 
$664,000. Low Bidder reported E. W. 2/2h 
p. 21. 201 : 

La., Lafayette—State Dpt. Finance, 0 
Capitol Annex, Baton Rouge, Feb. 2 
tuberculosis unit at Lafayette Charity 
Hospital, Reg. D- 95023 J D O, from i—_ 
BE. Caldwell Co., Audrey Hotel, Abbeyvi 
$792,154. wal 

N. J., Plainfield—International P 100 
field Motor Co., 935 S. 2 St., 3 story, 1d. 
x’ 254 ft. exten. to present assembly bee 
and office; 1 story, 100 x 264 ft. et 
testing bldg.; 2 story, 100 x 143 ft : R 
ping center and 1 story, 114 x_10 > 
rough cylinder storage house, to Wee 
Abbott Corp., 1225 South Ave. Est. § 
500,000. — 

Pa., Lebanon—Veterans Admin., W 
mont Ave. between H and I Sts., N. ani 
Wash. 25, D. C., general contract ad ; 
bldgs. for .veterans ‘hospital, to io 
solmaee 2 Sons, i 268 41 St. B 
lyn, Ni Y. $10,375, . 

Tex., Texas City—Tin Processing aes 
c/o A. Braake, pres., Texas City, chemitt | 
plant for reclamation hydrochlorie 
and silver, to Chemical Constr. Corp» 
Rockefeller Plaza, New “York, 
$2,700,000. 
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